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EAL Hamish Macbc 
Bv Mike MacEacheran 

THROUGH 111s s t a t i o n  w ~ n d o w ,  mil  
a f te r  mile of b r e a t h t a k i n g  Highlan  
landscape disappears into the distance - 
wilderness of hills, glens and lochs so vast 
it would take a lifetime to ae t  to know it - 
in proper detail. 1( 

Yet every inch of this  rugged terrain is policed 
hv PC David IncLis. t h e  officer with t h e  l a x e s t  

hioloiist confirmed i t  was only the skeletal klippel 
from a seal. 

In another case, a resldent reported Lhat thelr car 
had been brokeninto on a remote road late a t  night 
On closer examination, M r  Inglis noticed animal 
hair stuck to the broken glass on the road. 

It was the clue that  wrapped up  the investlgatlvn 
He said: 'A roaming deer had seen its own reflectivn 
in the back window and probably taken a dislikc to 
what  ~t saw. I t  h a d  s m a s h e d  t h c  whole hack 
windscreen. 

'The dwr  up here have really b!g antlers and they 
can cause some serious dalnagc. 

With the nearest  fellow Dollce officer 65 miles 
awry 111 1)iJrtlrlrtl. tlil<'r(-llrl IS 11111 rx;.(.lly c.loh< 
31 !lanu - 1,111 any ~ I C ~ L Q I I ~ I L I  ~ . t ~ n t l ~ t i ~ l s  ~110111.1 
r l lsab~~s~.  IIlr 'lncr'l~~~s 01 :trlv 1111111111 111a1 Mr I I I L ~ L .  
p;tl<'ll la p u ~ l l o ~ c r  

Ht srlll' I3elort. yo11 ~~o1111lt1I 3 ~.r1111(. .n thts dtt.2 
y I U  ~trc'rl to tnrkr S I I ~ ~  YOI I  grSt A W ~ I ~  ' I ' I IVI( .  11% 
onlv ~llrt't' roads In :ttirl 1h1t.c. I I ) . U >  uul Wlthlt. .. 
: I I O I ~  >paw of I ttne 1 v.111 11;1vc al! 111~  t U ~ U S  t 111 ,~x~d  
5 I Ltlrr? IS !to t,sc2pc ' 

T t ~ ~ ! o ~ ~ d l  vt!lhgcs, wh1c.11 I I ; I V I .  fc~tlr ~ J O ! ~ J ~ I I >  S I ~ I I ~ J C I I :  
Jnd s ~ v r m l  1.0111tl~y I I U ~ S ,  ill? hllr~a(1 olll 1~ve1.3 1;lO 
ml!r> r:trl:us, wt1tc~11 nte;~ns l l r  III.:IIS rv;ln \ # b , t  c,dr! 

3ne policeman and his dog: PC David 

The  na tb re  of Mr ~ n g i i s '  b c a t  aiso 
allows hlnl to crnploy his own unique 
mpthods whcll i t  comes tu cracking 
dowr~ ,un  d r tnk-dr lv ing  - w l i c ~ l  I.hc 
village p u b  r l o s c s ,  h e  o l t e n  gives 
,:ustomers a llft humc. 

He salll 'I'm certainly not. avcrsc tu 
giving petlplc a 11fL hr~mr! if they I~vc In a 
remutr arca. It 's rlot a tax1 S ~ T V I C ?  h ~ l t  11 
somebody r~ectls nn? I'd raLtlr7r prcvvnt 
'hem from dliving.' 

Thr:re is another side to the coln. Lf Mr 
lnglis does see a car hcing driven lal.? 21. 
nlght, he will always investigate. 

IIe said: 'Therc are so  few vrrh1r:Ies 
rln Lhe roads a t  night tha t  i l l  scr! one 
in the  early hours then  I wlll check i t  
oul regardless. 

'It's riot one vehirle in ;I 1rllndl.rrl Lhat 

I lnglis and Bruce are responsible for 900 square miles - but only 1,100 people 

i ct1ei:k tor d r i n k - d r i v l r ~ ~ ;  11's o n e  ~ ~ f f i c e r s  on  t h e  b e a t ,  more  t h a n  60 
vch~(:lc~ in one:.' colnlnunity s tat ions have becn shu t  

But. thcrt! 1s alsu a degrce ul under-  over the past sever] years to save cash 
sl.a~ldlng fro111 the cutiirnuni1.y 1.liat a In five ycars, l l  stations have closed ~n 
stngle botlby (,annul du everything a t  the Grampian area, seven in Higtlland. 
once. Lol:al\ arc lll'len happy Lu muckin. fuur in Tayside and une each in D u m ~  

Mr Inylis sald. 'I have had peuple W I N ,  fries and Galloway and Fife. 
havl' sl.oppl!ci to hc111 m? din:(:t Lraflir But Mr Inglis - -  whu has a son Craig. 
when they Ilavc seen Lllat I have my 23, and lives with hi6 41-yew-old part- 
hands lull They'll get out uf thcir cars rler I s o h e l  is not gravely concerned for 
and Rive Ine a hand fur hall-an~hollr. his own future. With 30 ycars servtl:c, he 

'I recently nreded help apprrhcndlng is looking forward tu early retirement. 
a rather aggressivl! man - SII I got Lwu of He plans tu spend nlure time wlth Iso- 
the 1r)r:al boys to assist I ~ I .  hel, who works parl-lime in the local 

'Thcn! arc no otllcr officcrs herr!, so tt's schoo~,  and their Itwo dc~gs. Bruce and 
good Lo knuw I have t,hc support of the black labrddor Jade 
ronimurlity when I need lt. But MI. Inglis will I L U L  be lrloving rar 

But  the  days of t h e  renlote villagc from the quaint little station with the 
hobby could be numbered. Last yeal: unforgettable views when he hangs up 
une rural police stal.iun H nioril h wab his barely used t.runcheon 
closed in Scotland. He said: 'I'm actually building a nouse 

D e s p l t ~  First M L n l S t e r  J a c k  ~iexttotl~~poLlcestat ion.IloveilI iere 
Mc(:nnnell 's p r n t t ~ i C  t o  D I I ~  m o r e  and have nu intentions of Icaving. On-screen image: Ham~sh Macbetl 


