
1 TRAVIS yesterday s ta r  told Fran how he Hea ly  was AMBUSH 
lucky t o  be a l ive  a f te r  a 1 charity convoy he wanted to 
join was ambushed in Sudan. 

The singer said he and his fiance 
Nora could have been Idled on a truck 
that was attacked last week in the 
war-torn Da&r region. 
h workers horn Save The Children 

The 31-year-old, who was on a fact- 
finding mission for Band Aid and the 
charlty, wasdue to travelwith the convoy 
but changed h s  mind after listening to 

I warnings about the area. 
Fran is among the stars on Band Aid 

20's Do They Know It's Christmas?. 
which was confirmed yesterday as the 1 festive Nol. 

Atrocities 
He said: "Thev onlv had two vehicles African scare for star 

in that drca and it was in the area we 
had originallv p i m e d  to visit. 

"If we'd been there, it would have 
been a 50150 chance h a t  me and Nora 
would have been in that vehicle wheu 
the convoy got ambushed. 

"That was one of the thines that " 
really b ro~~gh t  it home." 

Thc (ilasgow-born frontman, whose 
hlts includcLVhy Does It Always Rain On 
Me? and Sing, also spoke of the atrocities 
he had witnessed on his visit to raise 
awareness about the famine in Sudan. 

He said: "We met one little guy who 
had refused to do work as a slave. He . . . .  .. 

not going to do your bidding: They cut 
off his hand as punishment. 

"His right hand was gone completely 
and on his left hand his thumb and 
fourth finger were missing. It was so sad. 

"They hadn't  done anything to  
deserve what happened to them." 

The singer also headed to theremote 
village of Rumrol, a place where no 
other aid agencies had reached. 

He said: "We met Veronica, who had 
already lost six of her eight children. 

"She explained that the nearest 
water source was over three hours 

ling there, with two hours to queue 
and three hours back for a bucket of 
water which basically wasn't drinkable." 

Scotland has been the most generous 
part of Britain in donating money to 
the Save The Children fund this year. 

But Fran, now back home, is urging 
people to do more to raise funds and, 
despite the horrors and the dangers. 
he wants to return to Sudan next year. 

The singer was speakingas the Sudan 
government pledged to halt all military 
operations in D W .  

A United Nations sookesman said the +Ls ha* Sal*, m walkmg distance away She was travel- cour~rrydshedrebrls io srop attacks. 


