
VIEW FROM THE BOX // MURRAY WALKER 15

Abu Dhabi but everybody from the UK would like 

to see Jensen Button win the world championship 

there. Lewis Hamilton has already become a world 

champion in his early twenties and if he can get the 

right machinery – which he hasn’t got this year in 

2009 – he’s going to go on to become a multiple 

world champion and the first mixed race champion, 

which is an important consideration in F1.

Formula One is essentially a western cultural 

phenomenon – that is to say American and European 

– and its not really ingrained in Middle Eastern 

culture yet, but the region is making enormous 

strides. In some areas, it is ahead of the west now 

and I would like to think that people in the Middle 

East, with the brand new circuit in Abu Dhabi and the 

one in Bahrain, which have got the finest facilities 

and layouts in the world, are going to get switched 

onto motorsport and Formula One in particular. 

It’s a fast moving, colourful, high-stepping, noisy, 

tremendously impactful sport and an observer cant 

help get caught up with it – especially if you’re 

as enthusiastic as I am and I’d like to think that 

people out there will become as interested and as 

enthusiastic as me.

But people’s attitudes will change and I am quite 

sure that in 2050 people may well be watching silent 

cars go round and think it’s just as interesting and 

exciting and dramatic as I do with the noisy ones 

today. But in 2050 I’ll be in the great race track in 

the sky looking down on it all and wondering where 

it all went wrong.

Of course, we can try and replicate the success of 

Formula One and events like the Goodwood Festival 

of Speed in the Middle East. I wasn’t at the Bahrain 

Grand Prix this year but they had some of Bernie 

Ecclestone’s collection of cars on show, which was 

fantastic. I go back to this culture thing because the 

Festival of Speed works so well in the UK because 

the indigenous population is potty about motorsport 

or a very large percentage of it is. They have started 

putting down roots now, the facilities are there and 

the money is more accessible than it is in most 

places of the world which are financially challenged 

so I can see a great future for these events.

1 is the most advanced technical sport in the 
world. It’s got the highest television viewing in the 

world of any annual sport because although the 

Olympic Games and the Soccer World Cup have  

got bigger figures, they are once every four years 

and Formula One is 16 or 17 times a year.

So, if you’re interested in motorsport as I am, 

knowing about the final Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 

has been unavoidable. I am very conscious of 

the fact that the circuit is on an island. And in my 

imagination, the architects and designers have 

chopped the top off of Yas Island and built the most 

fantastic motorsport complex on top with a whole host of other things as well. It’s 

going to take in a circuit the like of which we have never seen before.

But it wont just be the circuit itself but the facilities around it – the hotels, marina 

and everything else motorsport fans need. As 

it is going to be the last Grand Prix of the 2009 

championship year, everybody is hoping that the 

world championship is going to be settled there 

on the final day. But then motorsport fans are also 

wondering whether Jensen Button [the current 

championship leader] will get the job done earlier. 

Some fans are caught not knowing what they want 

to happen most because everybody wants to be at As told to Mike MacEacheran
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Jenson had a wonderful run at the start of the year, 

with six wins from the first seven races, he hasn’t 

done well since Turkey and really he has to start 

scoring points again so he can increase the gap. It 

looks like he’s set up – but he could still be beaten.

What really stands out for me is Yas Marina Circuit’s 

location. Not only is it a new track for the Middle 

East, but it’s on an island and it has got the most 

incredible facilities ever built. Although I haven’t 

visited it, everything indicates that it is quite an 

amazing structural achievement. I know the team 

which is masterminding its development and they 

have done an absolutely fantastic job. In terms of 

the state of the art facilities, I should think it’s going 

to be the best circuit in the world. Even the hotels 

themselves will be an novelty because other than the 

Nurburgring in Germany, there is certainly nothing 

like what they have built in Abu Dhabi.

The first day-night race is also going to be very 

interesting to see. It’s something new, something 

different. I have reservations about night races but 

if anywhere can do it then Abu Dhabi can. In my 

opinion there are only two places in the world where 

you can have a night race and really get away with 

it: one is Singapore and the other is in the UAE. In 

order for it to be successful, however, it will need to 

have a visually exciting background and impressive 

buildings lighting up the track at night. I’m also 

confident that it will be more interesting than the 

Bahrain Grand Prix by virtue of the fact that so much 

money has been spent on the Yas Island features. 

It’s going to be a circuit the like of which the racing 

fraternity has never seen before.

Formula 1 is essentially a western cultural 

phenomenon – that is to say American and European 

– and its not really ingrained in the Middle East yet. 

But over the coming years, I have no doubt that Abu 

Dhabi will be of great interest for motorsport fans 

because the climate is ideal for testing and it will be 

a great platform for other events like touring cars, 

sports cars and motorcycles.

 

Murray Walker writes a regular Formula 1 website  

column for the BBC at www.bbc.co.uk/f1

1 is the most advanced technical sport in the 
world. It’s got the highest television viewing in the 

world of any annual sport because although the 

Olympic Games and the Soccer World Cup may 

have bigger figures, they are only once every four 

years and Formula One is 16 or 17 times a year.

If you’re interested in motorsport as I am, knowing 

about the final Abu Dhabi Grand Prix has been 

unavoidable. I haven’t seen the circuit or the island 

yet but I have heard a huge amount about it and 

the Yas Marina Circuit is going to be an absolutely 

fantastic location with unrivalled facilities. I should 

think it’s going to be an enormous success, particularly as it’s going to be the last 

Grand Prix of the year at which the World Championship is very likely to be decided 

– if things continue to go the way they have been going now that is.

As an Englishman, I would like to see Jenson 

Button win. There is no question of Lewis Hamilton 

winning because he is too far back. Jenson has had 

a fairytale return to form with Brawn GP this year 

and I would like to see him cap it with the World 

Championship. Mathematically, he can be beaten 

by several people but realistically it’s between him, 

Vettel, Barrichello and Webber and that’s a lot more 

than is usual at this time of the season. Although AS TOLD TO Mike MacEacheran
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